How should I prepare for a meeting 

with my Solicitor to make or update a will?

What am I worth?

When deciding what provisions to include in your Will, it is very useful to make a list of what assets you have, their estimated value and whether they are in your sole name or held jointly with someone else. You should also consider what debts you have, e.g. a mortgage, loan, outstanding credit card balances etc.

Who should I provide for?

Consider:-

· which individual(s) or charity you wish to benefit.  Off The Fence, for example, rely heavily on the generosity of individuals who make provision for them in their wills. Gifts to charity are exempt from Inheritance Tax;

· who may be financially dependent upon you; or 

· who might reasonably expect to be provided for under your will. e.g. Your, Spouse/Civil Partner, Former Spouse/Civil Partner who you are financially maintaining, Children, etc.  

It is useful if you make a list to take with you to the meeting recording their full names, addresses and their relationship to you (if any).  You should also record if any of them are under the age of 18.

If you own or have an interest in a property, where are the deeds?

To give proper advice, or to enable certain provisions of your Will to take effect, your solicitor may need to check the deeds to your property.  If you have them at home, take them with you to the meeting or advise the solicitor where they are held.  If there is a mortgage on the property, then your lender will have them, and your solicitor will obtain them from your lender, if necessary.

Do you hold assets/property abroad?

Tell your solicitor about any foreign assets and make sure that you take a copy of any foreign Will prepared to the meeting. It would also help if you provide the name and address of your foreign lawyer.

Have you made a Will before?

If you have made a Will before, take a copy of your last Will to the meeting.  If only minor alterations are required, it may be possible to deal with these by preparing a codicil, which supplements or alters the Will.

How long will the meeting take?

This will depend upon your particular situation and requirements, and whether there are Inheritance Tax issues to consider.  Most meetings will last at least 30 minutes, although can take an hour or so.

Should I ask the solicitor any questions before I make an appointment?

Yes, you should ask them to:

· Confirm that the solicitor/adviser you will be seeing specialises in this area;

· Confirm the approximate charge, although bear in mind that it is not usually possible for a solicitor to give an accurate estimate until you have met to discuss your specific needs; 

· Send you a Questionnaire, if they have one, which should cover most of the points in this article.

Nadia Cowdrey is a solicitor and partner in the Tax & Estates Team of Griffith Smith Solicitors in Brighton, specialising in Wills, Trusts, Tax Planning & Estates.
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